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tiona! problem it will realize that it is a demand
which really raises the whole unresolved constitu-
tional issue and prejudges it in the sense favoured
by the Congress and rejected by the minorities.
There can be no agreement on a Government
responsible to the Legislature until there is agree-
ment upon the nature of the Legislature and upon
the whole structure of the constitution.'*    You
cannot expect a people to acquiesce in a particular
type of government, unless they have previously
consented to the principles of the constitution in
terms of which that government has been estab-
lished.   To talk of a national government in a
sub-continent where there are several nationalities
of varying numerical strength is only an attempt
.to throw dust into the eyes of non-Hindu elements
and make them agree to their own enslavement.
Once the type of national government demanded
Jby the Congress is established, Hindu domination
over the whole country would be an accomplished
fact.   Whatever little power the Muslims enjoy
in their majority provinces under the present
constitution would be nullified and the Muslims
throughout  the   country   would   be reduced to
-the position of a subject people.   The Muslim
.League, therefore, refused to associate itself with
this  demand  for   a   so-called national govern-
ment, though  it has   always been prepared   to
^negotiate   with  a  view   to devising a basis of